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Advice 
TO PROTESTANT 


| k. | © == £*.. 
Shew1ng 
' Tis their Intereſt to Repeal the Teff, upon 
the offer the King makes by a firm 1cttie- 
ment of Laberty. 


P ENAL LAWS areof ſoill a Conſequence, in 


the Hands of any Party, and fo uneaſie to be pared 

with by that which predominates, that *tis diſcretion 

in Diſſenters to take this oppertunity for the Repeal, now 

we have a Prizce'to joyn with us todo it, when ſuch an op- 

pertunity may offer again is uncertain ; therefore to 1um- 

brace this will be their Intereſt at the next Sons, for up- 

on better terims-we are not like to obtain ir, becauſe we 
have a Prizce that wants it for his own Communion. 

Bur *twill be ObjeQed, The Penal Liws wit zeadily be 
conſented to, but that cannot be done without we take 9 the 
Teſt 700 ; the conſequence of which will be oreater Prejudice 
then the inconveniency of keeping the Penal taws; how that 
will appear, when we coſiaer the Kinz has prot ied afettlement 
that is nnalterable, and indeed "tis his iſ\om jo is wo, if he 
values the Liberty of his own Rel:9ion in aw ety Rainy 
wich 
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which may . fall ont to be in an Averſion to Popery, that may 


thez endeavour the ſuppreſſing it again. 


'Tis from, or however cannot be witlzout the conſent of - 
the Kzzp, that we mult have this Liberty ; Is it equal to. . 


expeCt it from him, without giving his Community the 


ſame Advantages ? Shall we ask that of him that we will 


not allow his ? *tis unfair : . Beſides, the Teft in the nature 
of. it is unreaſonable, becauſe it puts a Man upon a tempta- 
tion to deny that-which he believes he cannot be ſaved wirh- 
out believing. 

It may be ObjeCted, 17 only hinders them from getting or 
keeping iz Offices, If no more then that, *tis unreaſonavle, 
for *twill amount to nothing ſhort of Perſecution. As for 
Example, Suppoſe a Proteſtant has a Place in the Govern- 
ment worth Five Hundred pound a Year, & aothing but his 
Place to Live on, upon reading Books, or hearing Sermons, 
er diſcourſing Papsſfs, he is perſwaded to their Paith, and 
{0 -cannot take the Teſt, upon his refuſal he is turned out, 
and render'd uncapable of om Maintenance for his 
Family ; if this is not a ſuffering for Conſcience, Iknow 
not what 15. | | 
Again, ſince our Laws does not prohibit a Romay Catho- 
1;:k from being Heir to the Crown, why ſhould they be 
denyed having thoſe of their Family or Guard of the ſame? 
By our Laws none of. that Perſwaſion can come near the 
Court for fear of endangering the Xzzgs Perſon, now who 
is the molt ſutuable Judge of the Kzzgs Safety, either him- 
ſelf or a part of his People ? I think all muſt allow him, or 
ele we act againſt our daily Experience and PraQtice, for 
who of us would not chuſe Servants for our ſelves. 

By this. we may ſee when things are made partial, and 
not upon a Foundation of Equiry, and {ſhort of doing as 
one Would be done by, that one tine or other 1t returns up- 
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'Tis an ill thing to Teſt upon Peoples Religious Perſwa« 
ſions; if we mult havethem, let it be upon an honelt Foot, 
wiz. For the renouncing any evil Principle, that is either 
immorral or pernitious to the State, and then it any Man 
refuſe to ſubſcribe, let him be dealt with accordingly, this 
would be juſtifiable. 

Why ſhould any D#ſſexters boggle at the Repeal of the 
Teft, when *twill never be done but with them ? if fo, {ure- 
ly they have Wiſdom enough to make things ſecure for the 
Proteſtant Intereff, and their own Seeurity, 1n a full enjoy- 
' ment of their Reliz7ow. Cannot they conhder of ſuch ' a 
method that may for the future ſecure us from any attemps 
that may be made upon the violation of that general Settle- 
ment ; 'tis agreed on all Hands, that Law only can ſecure 
us, which makes our Tef# ſo great a Bulwork ; then # Law 
can ſecure vs, why may not the Wiſdom of a Parliarnent 
think of another Security that may be more univerſal ? for 
to be ſure that which takes 1n all Parties into its Inzereſt is 
the beſt Policy, for if any Party is excluded that toe lure 
will attempt upon invading the ſafety of the reſt, and if any 
one of theſe united Parties are Predominate, the excluded 
will endeavour 'to work in with ſome, or one of the In- 
terefts upon promiſeof betrering them, that they may aſfſitt 
*to exterpate that Aſſociation ; bur if our Settlement is U- 
' niverſal, and that noone Perſwaſion caa Predominate, but 
all-in one united Intereſt; if any Parry” ſhould through 
Amuoition deſire to break this civil Bond, and try to ſer up for 
' themſelves,all the reft would joyn againſt any fuch attempt, 
and through. the diſpropartion of /Nuniber mult of conlſe- 
quence be defeated ; 1ſo that upon the whole, nothing can 
brake this general Liberty, ithat is: equally ſertled; but 
-Force, and there can be no ſtronger Fence againit that then 
-Unity-and Univerſallity. | * 
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F: is the Tntereſt of the Romar Catholicks to accept of this,,. 
2nd be content with it, being the only Policy they can ule 
tor their 0w2:r Satety, becaule they know their Number is 
Lat /nall, and not able of themſelves to do any thing that 
rocure chem. a berter Settlement. Now for People: 


may: Þ 
thac rezily aretor Liberty in Religion, before hand to de- 
termine, that the Kygrg will net concede to ſuch a Settle- 


ment in Parliament, I think be-fpeaks thein void of Chari- 
ty: Was ic the intent of any Proteſtants to give up the- 
teff withoutan Equivolent, but rely upon Promiles, that 
afterwards the Serclement ſhould be made, there would ap- 
pear ſome groun1s of- Jealouſhe ? but-as yet l never ſaw the 
Man that was ſo inclined ; but that which. Repealed the 
on2, ſhould Racine and Confirm the other ; if ſo, then. 
where the Trait? Thind chere 1s a lart of People among. 
Diſſeaters that harps upon this Point, I preſume they are- 
ſuch in whom the Church of Ergland have by their skill pre- 
vailed upon by their Infinuations. *T'is true,. a Man would 
not - ſtop his Ears from any thing that was reaſonable, 
from any one; but a wiſe. Man would be. very cau- 
tious of his Adverſary, or one that. ipeaks from private 
intereſt; one if not both of theſe that Church will be found 
in ; as to the firit; T'need not go-far tor proof, their Severi- 
ty. when. they -had- Power fufficiently proves it, and their 
being now unwilling to part with it 1n aParliamentary way 
confirms it. As to the ſecond part,. Private Intereft, firſt, 
*fis certain they gain nothing by this Liberty, for theirs 1s 
Eſtabliſhed, and the giving it te ethers will leften them, for 
if-theirs is a reform from Popery, the Diſſenters are a reform 
from them. . 7 

Again, ſhall we take the fair Offers of an Enemy, that 
may. never be capable. (if, wiling) to perform what they 
propule, rather, then: unbrace ths preſent Kindneſs of the 
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King, who offers Liberty upon our own terms, v/z, laft- 
ing and unalterabic, by no meanes; Providence has caft- 
it unexpeQtedly upon us, theretore let us not reiule it, leaft 
we be founi difpiſcrs of our own Mercies, by waiting for 
that from the Church of England that they will not hold 
themſe:ves obliged to perform ; for upon whem, if we 
ſhould confide, can we reiy ? or who isthat Agent for 
. them, that they will haid themſelves obliged when capable 
to perform thac Engagement ? for my part I ataat a loſs to 
fiad that Perſon or Party. 
But ſome may Object, Let ws ve careful that we diſoblige 
wot them, leaſt they reckon with us another Day, As to that, 
let us conſider what we are a Going, and how wedoit; as. 
to what, *#is Liverty only ro Worlnhip our God ſeeurely, 
without interruption either by Fines or Impriſonments; . 
next how ; that we do it legally, and not with aty prejus 
dice or dciire of infringing ttiem of theirs. Now it they 
are diſplcaſed at this, we are ſure tis not from a Chriſtian 
Spirit that they act, and they will be found doing as they 
would not be done by, for no Man that is Religious deſires 
to be reſtrained from the exerciſe of it; but I need not 
ſend time to treat of Liberty of Conſcience to Diſſenters, 
for that moſt Men either through Conviction or Pollicy will 
conſent to ; but the taking away the Teft is the great debate, 
for lay the Church of England, and thoſe that give car to 
their Inſinuations, If that is gone there can be no ſecurety 0. 
the Proteſtant Religion. Now as to- that, in a KomanC's- 
tholick Rargn, what ſervice 15.it, are they keep for all that 
out of Offices and Places of Truit ? No; bur although we 
cannot prevent them of that, yer the keeping them our of 
the Legiflative Power is our Security ; but let me ask them 
one Queſtion, Have they not often charged them with theſe. 
Dottrines, v2. Not keeping Faith with Zerzricks, or that: 
they 
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they are not obliged, or don't account that of any value or 
tye to them rhat they promiſe to us, and farther what 
ever they do to us, provide "tis to ſerve 7cly Church, let 
the At be ever {o immorral, *tis Meritorious; if we con- 

- figer this, T cannot ſee thac great Bulwark in the Tef that 

many would have us he!ieve; far it they may have Indul- 
gences for theſe enormities, I cannot believe they will be 
fo {quemilh at the ef, wien they find che Promotion of 
ther Charch io mightily depends upon taking it; ſo tiat T 
have -c2aton to believe the Church of England eitiier to be 

Thort ſigizt<d, or intends not well to D/fexzers, that eadea- 
vours {o indy trioutly ro keep them from joyning with the 
King in Eitaoliihing a General Liberty; tor if the Papifis 

Hinds thac the Diſczters breaks with them upon this Civil 

Union, will no: they be obliged to betake themlelyes to the 

ſuereſt way they can fortteir own ſecurity, which I con- 

_ ceive- will then con'iit in one of theſe two Points, the firſt, 
To get a Diſpenſation to take the Teſt, or elſe to bring the 
Church of England zato theer Intereff, As tothe firſt, the 

Church of England tells us, as above, They can ao things 
Tantamonnt ; but if they have abulied them in their Tenets, 
and they ſhould refuſe that way, but ſhould fall in with 
them, what Szefiricy can tiey give us that chey will not ac- 
cept of them into their Favour, fince our Przzce 1s of that 
Perſwation ? wio knows but their antient pretence to 
Loyalty may ſpring again? if ſo, from whom maſt we 
expect Kindneſs, for of theirs we have had woful experi- 

ence; and for the Romarijts Pris better joyning them when 
we can ſerve them, thea to exp: Favour trom them, when 
we have deſerted chem. Oh, that Dzfſezters would but be 
wiſe, and take Liberty upon their own terms, and their 
own making, rather then to depend upon thoſe that have 

been and are our Enemies ; for whatever they promiſe _ 
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T took upon it but the efeft of Policy, not of Kindneſs, . 
that we may be wheedled out of our preſent certainty for 
hopes of Kindneſs when they may. be capable to: give it; 
butif rhey ſhould ſo prevail upon the eafineſs of Diſſexters, 
as to refule the preſent oppertunity ; when ſuffering comes - 
upon us again, we {hail be obliged to take it paticntly, firit 
for Conſcience, next for our Pollics ſake * ©: T have for alt . 
this no ill will to the Church of England, but do with well 
to her alfo, all that Ldelire is,that their ill Nature, togerher 
with the afiltance of Pezal Laws, that have put them upon 
doing wrong, to their Reproach, that {he would now con- 
ſent to the taking away that, that when the {ame ill Nature 
predominates again may diſable them from doing what they 
have been ſo prone too; fora Man that is convicted of an 
Evil, will endeavor to ſhun the oppertunity of a Tempta= 
tion, and until the Church of England comes lo far, that is 
to be willing to. part witch ghat Peſtilence they have been fo 
infeted with, I cannot conceive any Reformation among. 
them. Fora Man to tel] me that has been given to Drunk- 
eaneſs, that he 1s Reformed, yet cannot forſake the Ta-- 
vern and his Familiers that continued iu that excels, I ſhould 
have but ſmal] hopes of his-Reformation ; and alchough he 
might decline Drinking ior the preſent, I ihould only judg. 
it ome. Indiſpoſition, tor no Man loves to keep up that . 
which he Loathes; ſo it T would abandon Pertecution L 
{ſhall be willing to part with that which would tollerate 
me 1n it, for tear of a Tempration ;. an} when we fee the 
Church of England willing to part with all Penal Laws for». 
Religion, we may have hopes they are not in love with 
Qeverity, and till then'tis invain topretend to the contra- 
ry, for AQtzons ſpeaks louder then Words, and Performance 
is better then Promiſes. . T look upon it a meer. wheedle in 
the Churchof Uzgland to tell us, they are forgiving Liber- 
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ty of Conſcience, and yet oppoſe the Tefts being taken away, 
tor to be {ure they conclude themſclves fate in the offer; tor 
me to oJer that which I imagine will not be accepted 1s al- 
" moſt the ſame with no offer, which isthe caſe of them. As 
tor Example, If I proer a Man Fifty Pounds to be recei- 
vea of a Perſon,tizat *c1s at his plcaſure eo pay 1t or no, .and 
7Zis evident the doing it wil! prove inconvenie::t to his 
Ariairs; how unlikely would it be that he ſhould comply 
witch the payment? Jult fo is the ofer the Church of Enge 
Hzd meiices i the Diſſ-aters, they promiſe to Repeal the 
Pex! Statr/es, whlicl ey cannot perform bur with the 
Concurrance of tlic Azzg ; ard 15 it likely it thould be ob- 
taincd rhac way, without taking off the Teſt too? tor can 
We exp he ſhouid fot us quite free, and continue Bonds 
Ppon 15 one Communion ? ; 
'T'is caliz tor Men to offer rhat which is out of their 
power togtve, and har] to ger ſuch Men to part with what 
15 in their power to keep ; but thanks be to God, if the Diſ- 
enters will, 15 in the Xzazs and their power ( under 
God; to rn ake tlemiſclves.cafie whether the Church of Eng+ 
{and will or n0. 
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